Canonization of Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta.

Life is a challenge, meet it.

Life is a gift, accept it.

Life is an adventure, explore it.

Life is sorrow, overcome it.

Life is a promise, fulfill it.

Life is a tragedy, confront it.

Life is a game, play it.

Life is a mystery, unfold it.

Life is a song, sing it.

Life is an opportunity, take it.

Life is a journey, complete it.

Life is a rainbow, find it.

Life is a struggle, fight it.

Life is a goal, achieve it.

Life is a puzzle, solve it.

Life is a celebration, enjoy it.

Life is a lesson, learn it.

Life is love, embrace it.



Attributed to Mother Teresa

In the year of the Lord, 2009, a new life form came into being – the parish of Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta in Depew, New York. A new pastor, new lay leadership, new ministries, and a new patron. This weekend we honor the canonization of Saint Mother Teresa of Calcutta.  Now the Church (with a capital C) also calls her Saint Teresa of Calcutta, also calls her Saint Teresa of Kolcatta (With a K). No matter. We will still call our patron saint, Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta. We won’t change the sign. We can borrow the Church’s custom of calling Saint Mary, the Mother of God, Blessed Mother. If Mary can be called Blessed, so can we call our new saint, Blessed Mother Teresa.
Who was she? Her name from home was G_O_N_X_H_A   B_O_J_A_X_H_I_U. I’m glad she changed her name. Otherwise our parish would be of Blessed Gonxha Bojaxhiu. (Gonxha Boy – ja – who). She was born on August 27th, 1910 in S_K_O_P_J_E , Macedonia. I’m glad she set up her ministry in Calcutta, India. I have no idea where Macedonia is. So through the gift of the Holy Spirit, we can call ourselves parishioners of  Saint Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta Parish here in Depew, New York.

At 18, this little girl from Macedonia joined the Sisters of Loreto based in Dublin, Ireland. Go figure. So this was 1928. In 1929 she was sent to her order’s outpost in Darjeeling, India. She took her first vows there and was took the name Teresa, after her favorite saints, Teresa of Avila and Therese of Lisieux.

Sister Teresa taught in a high school for girls in the district of Calcutta. However, the widespread poverty she encountered outside of the school grounds made a deep impression on her.

She asked Rome to release her from the Sisters of Loreto to begin an apostolate to the poor. Rome let her go. Now she was on her own – without convent backup, without community support. She was on her own on the streets of Calcutta. She took up a nursing course in Patna to prepare herself for her ministry.

She began by teaching. Her classroom was the streets. She dressed in the common white Indian sari trimmed in blue.  Her backboard was writing in the dirt. As she taught the street urchins, she came to know their families. Here her nursing skills kicked in and she tended to the sick and dying family members of her pupils.

This is reflected in the statue we have of her in front of the church. . Timothy Schmalz sculpted a real looking Teresa supporting a street urchin. The child is not a baby. He is a street urchin. He sits on Mother’s lap. His hair is washed and combed. His tatters are replaced with a clean and pressed gown. He’s ready for bed. He looks into her eyes and his mouth widens with joy. This lady in a sari has brought him into her house, into her arms, into her heart.

Mother Teresa holds his hand and supports his frame. Her eyes look into his. Her face is beaming because she sees in him a child of God. She brought him in from the streets and hopes she has made him feel worthwhile. She tends to his needs and brings him love. And not only her love but her community’s love and, because she wears a crucifix on her sari, she brings him God’s love.  One child with simple yet deep needs. A little thing perhaps but done with great love – the love of a saint.

Your Parish Council has asked for and received permission for a memorial stone to be placed in front of the sign in front of the church. It carries a silhouette of Blessed Mother Teresa with her birth date, her death date, and the date of her canonization. A rose will be planted on her honor next to the monument.

All the efforts of Saint Blessed Mother Teresa unlocked a floodgate of appreciation; a gathering of volunteers, and opened the wallets of the well-off. Her blue teams became the Missionaries of Charity. Her funds founded homes for the dying, refuges for the care and teaching of orphans and abandoned children. There were treatment centers for those suffering from leprosy and alcoholism, the aged and street people – the list is endless.

Her holy reputation gathered worldwide fame. So much so, that she was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1979. Her eternal reward came with her death in 1997. And now her canonization on September 4, 2016.
A film about our newest saint can be found on our website, BMTDEPEW. Org, under the resource tab and through the portal called Formed.

So we are honored to be chosen to bear her name as our patron saint here at Saint Blessed Mother Teresa Parish in Depew, New York.

Saint Blessed Mother of Teresa, pray for us. 
